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Community archaeology starts young!

Anglo-Saxon cemetery, Oakington, 
Cambridgeshire, June 2013

Open day at the end of the fortnight 
dig with a ‘practice trench’



Landscape evidence
Stone marker of the ancient ‘liberty’ of New 

Romney
Sheep grazing of the remnants of medieval; 
salterns (11th-13th century) at New Romney



Day conference at Canterbury Christ Church Uni on Saturday 10 September 2016

To launch… Draft programme..

• Raiders, Invaders and Settlers: 
Andrew Richardson and 
Richard Eales

• Aspects of Landscape: Gillian 
Draper and Hilary Powell

• The Church: Diane Heath and 
Sheila Sweetinburgh

• The City of Canterbury: Paul 
Bennett and Jake Weekes



‘Using historical and landscape evidence, the talk will consider 
Southborough as a case study for the wider development of towns and 

early settlement in West Kent’

Southborough!
Reconstruction of landscape around 

Tonbridge



Southborough, Pembury and Tonbridge from Edward Hasted’s work (1798-1802)



Pembury from a composite map based on Hasted and later hand-coloured

St  Peter’s Old Church Pembury  









Pembury primary sources and maps

Primary Sources

1) OS Maps

1908/1909 Edition 1:2500

1938 Edition 1:2500

1964 Edition 1:2500

Pembury Parish Walks, 1:10000 (Pembury Parish Council,  c 1990)

2) Estate Maps held at CKS

U48/2/1/17/1 - Land (200a.) in Pembury, Capel &Tudeley -1649

U469 – Kent & Sussex - c. 1725-1908

U681/P52 – Pembury/Capel area - 1754-1936

U840/12/1/1 - Map of lands in Pembury and Capel surveyed by Richard Taylor of Frant - 1734

U840/P.I.A – Downingbury -1734

U840/P2 – Chalkett, Great Bayhall & Little Bayhall – c 1800

U840/P4 – Southern Pembury & adjoining parishes

U840/P21 – Downingbury & Redwings – 1787

U840/P22 – Gibbons Farm – 1793

U840/P23 – Hartridges – 1815 

U840/P94 – SW of parish showing Benhall Mill & Dodhurst - 1735

U840/P96 – Parts of Bayham Estate incl Pembury

3) Title Deeds

CKS-U840/EB61 – Survey – 1867

CKS-U840/EB62 – Survey - 1867

CKS/U840/EB308 - Survey of the Bayham estate - 1815

CKS/U840/2/1/25/325 –regarding a right of way near St Peter’s church – 1903

CKS/U840/T330 & T331 – Camden & TRDC -relating to land at Bo-peep for road 

improvements -1927

CKS/U840/T332 & T332 – Camden & TRDC –relating to road improvements near Upper Church – 1930

CKS-U1109 - Deeds and maps, (family papers) mainly of the Somerhill estate - 1570-1919

http://www.kentarchives.org.uk/DServeCKS/dserve.exe?&dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=ArchivePub&dsqDb=Catalog&dsqCmd=NaviTree.tcl&dsqField=RefNo&dsqItem=CKS-U48/2/1/17/1#HERE


4) Acts of Parliament - held at Parliamentary Archives. 
Accessed through www.pro.gov.uk/archives/A2A

HL/PO/PU/1/1709/8A1n24 -Public Act, 8 Anne I, 1709
An Act for repairing and amending the Highways leading from Seven Oaks to Woods Gate 

and Tunbridge Wells, in the County of Kent.
HL/PO/PU/1/1724/11G1n26 - Public Act, 11 George I, 1724

An Act for enlarging the Term granted by an Act made in the eighth Year of the Reign of Her 
late Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, An Act for repairing and amending the Highways leading 
from Seven Oaks to Woods Gate and Tunbridge Wells, in the County of Kent; and for 
explaining and making more effectual the same Act; and for amending (out of the Tolls and 
Duties arising by the said Act, and this present Act) the Highways leading from Woods Gate 
aforesaid, to Kippings Cross in the Parish of Brenchly, in the said County of Kent.

HL/PO/PB/1/1811/51G3n389 - Local and Personal Act, 51 George III,
1811

An Act for enlarging the Term and Powers of Two Acts of His present Majesty, for repairing the 
Road from the Brick Kilns on East Malling Heath to Pembury Green, and from 

Branbridges to the Four Wents, in the County of Kent; and for making a Road therefrom 
into the Mereworth and Hallow Road, in the same County.



5) Modern (20th & 21st century) road building plans

6) Historic diversions and road building held at CKS:

Q/RH2/216 –Footpath closure in Cornford area – 1825

Q/RH2/270 – Building of Pembury Walks from Rowley Hill to the Turnpike road at Fairthorn to replace the existing road which is narrow and circuitous- 1833

Q/RH2/425 - the stopping up of ‘Stonecourt Lane’ since not needed for public use - 1865 

Q/RH2/484 – Footpath diversion away from the back of Hawkwell Place – 1875

Q/RH2/600 – Highway diversion away from the front of Pembury Hall – 1895

Q/RH2/909 – Footpath diversion from Henwood Green Road westwards to London/hastings Road – 1932

Q/R/Uo/2a - Road widening from Brick Kilns, East Malling Heath to Turnpike Road, Pembury Green and from Brand-Bridges to Four Wents, Matfield Green - 1767

CC/C-RO/1/27 - A2015 Pembury-Wateringbury road: Tonbridge Rural District – 1926/27

U1776/O11 - 'Highways and Turnpike Trusts' – 1839/1869

Printed Primary sources

www.pembury.org .uk

historic maps available include:

Philip Symondson C1590

Robert Morden C1695 

Edward Hasted C1780

Andrews and Drury 1769

Andrew Drury Herbert 1796

Mudge 1801

Sprange 1802

Clifford 1825

Lower Straker 1845

Crutchley 1850

Cassell c1865.

www.turnpikes.org.uk – lists all turnpike trusts with their original date 

Pembury Tithe Map – 1844. Reprint of the first edition of the one-inch Ordnance Survey of England and Wales (Sheet 80, Maidstone) (David and Charles)



Lowy of Tonbridge-Hasted



The early development of Tonbridge from historical evidence

Reconstruction of landscape around 
Tonbridge and its townscape



The Priory: Richard de Clare founded Tonbridge Priory sometime between 
1135 and 1186



PCA Tonbridge excavations of 2005 near Church street and East street

Phase 1 Phase 2



Tonbridge ‘town plan analysis’; second and third ‘phases’

Phase 2 Phase 3



Tonbridge ‘town plan analysis’; third phase  

Phase 3 ‘Identification’ of blocks or areas of burgage plots (a-f)



The conjectural reconstruction of blocks of development (a-f) and open areas (I-V) at 
Tonbridge (‘The site’ is the second PCA excavation site of 2005, published 2011) 

‘Conclusions’ of this kind of TPA by Haslam Phase 4 (‘open spaces’ labelled I, II, III, IV)



Tonbridge town centre north of the River Medway by Hasted

The early river was ‘braided’ The bridge of 1775



Does the evidence of old buildings help us?

Market place before 1798 by John Le Neve Buleys as in c. 1795



The evidence of later buildings?

Old Bakery pulled down in 1928
Stidolph



How far did Tonbridge town extend- and when?

Old house (s) at Dry Hill (depicted at 
top c. 1795) ‘Original’ school building [1553]



Southborough as a place name and its origins as a ‘borgh’ of the 
‘manor/lowy/estate’ of Tonbridge

In J. Wallenberg, Place-Names of Kent

1. 125 C 11 [charter]

2. Borh de Suth’ 1270 Ass

3. Suth 1306 Pat, 1314 IPM.

4. Bedelry of South 1347 IPM

5. La South Burgh 1450

6. Le Southborgh 1488 Arch 
Cant ex v., 79

Printed sources (many now online) he referred to…

1.See Wallenberg, Kentish Place Names 
(KPN)

2.Assize Rolls for Kent (See KPN , p.III)

3. 4.Calendar of Inquisitions post Mortem, 
Hen.III-Ed III (London, 1989,ff)v. also AC II-VI

5. Calendar of Patent Rolls 1232 ff (London 
1891, ff)

6. Archaeologia Cantiana 



Tonbridge castle and records of Southborough and Hildenborough

• A roll of late 14th-century accounts concerning 
Tonbridge borough and castle: 

• These include a valor (valuation) of Tonbridge 
borough/borgh with its members (other borghs or 
tithings) of Southborough and Hildenborough.  

• A bailiff's account of William Hore for Tonbridge 
borough from Michaelmas 1384 to Michaelmas 
1385, and an account of William Hore, larderer of 
Tonbridge castle from Michaelmas 1384 to 
Michaelmas 1385. 

• A bedel’s account of Thomas Rolf for Southborough 
for 1385 to 1386. 

• A bedel's account of Simon Honte for 
Hildenborough from Michaelmas 1384 to 
Michaelmas 1385.

• Also a few accounts of the bailiff, rent-collector and 
larderer of Tonbridge castle from 1402-12



Other printed and online resources for research (secondary)

• The Electronic Sawyer website for charters

• Archaeologia Cantiana (Kent Arch. Soc. ) 
Place names and more research pages of 
KAS website

• Articles in Journal of the Kent History 
Federation [eg Kathryn Franklin on 
Pembury [notes removed! ] 

• Victoria County History

• Chronicles, e.g. for Tonbridge that of 
‘Florence’ [John] of Worcester, in J. 
Stevenson, Church Historians of England 
(London, 1853), vol. 4

• Websites (e.g. images in Historic England-
Images of England, Pastcapes and other)

• Edward Hasted maps and text [British 
History Online]

• 1st edition Hasted.

• ‘Grey literature’ (unpub. archaeological 
reports) e.g. T. Tatton-Brown, 
‘Tonbridge: Sts Peter and Paul 
Rochester Diocese: Historical and 
Archaeological Survey (unpub. 1994). 

• G. Draper, for Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust, A study of the 
documentary evidence pertaining to 
Kent College Girls School, Old Church 
Road, Pembury, Kent (KCP-DA-10), 
unpub. 2010

• The Historic Environment Record (HER) 
(for Kent and other counties)

).



Printed sources
Hasted VCH



Books to read, websites to consult for printed evidence and articles!

• Early Medieval Kent 800-1220 (please take a flier with a special offer and/or attend the launch conference!)

• Internet Sites for Local Historians: a directory (BALH)

• S. Holden, G. Draper, C. Jarrett and D. Goodburn, ‘The development of Tonbridge seen through the gate of its 
castle – recent excavations at the former Tonbridge Stock and Cattle Market’ Archaeologia Cantiana 131 (2011)

• J. Ward, ‘The Lowy of Tonbridge and the lands of the Clare family in Kent, 1066-1217’, Arch. Cant. 96 (1980), pp. 
119-28.

• R. Mortimer, ‘Clare, Richard de (1030x35–1087x90)’, ODNB; R. Mortimer, ‘Clare, Gilbert de (d. 1117)’, ODNB 
(online).

• Klevnäs, A. M. (2013). 'Whodunnit? Grave Robbery in Anglo-Saxon England and the Merovingian Kingdoms'. 
Oxford, BAR International Series 2582 (also available as Cambridge PHD Thesis, via BL Ethos website)

• The Wooded Landscape Research Toolkit (3 vols) (the Weald Forest Ridge Landscape Partnerships Scheme) 

• i.e. http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/woodland-guidance/37-
woodland-archaeology-research-toolkit/file.html 

• and http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/land-management-guidance/woodland-1/33-feature-
identification-toolkit-final-feb-2012/file.html 

• and http://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/35-level-1-2-3-survey-toolkit/file.html

• Eds. Killingray and Purves, The Historical Atlas of Kent (Phillimore)

• J. Wallenberg, Place-Names of Kent (1934) and Kentish Place-Names (1931)(on charters, more dated, less useful)

• E. Wragg, C. Jarrett and J. Haslam, ‘The Development of Medieval Tonbridge reviewed in the light of recent 
excavations at Lyons, East Street, Tonbridge’, Arch. Cant. 125 (2005).



Internet Sites for Local Historians: a directory (£4.99)
Buy it here at the end of this talk! g.m.draper@kent.ac.uk 


